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The Succefs the Dutch have had in their former Encroachments upon oar Trade. 
Tha have worm'd us quite out of feveral confiderable Branches of our Commerce; particae 
ar 


ly the Greenland Trade, the Trade to Dantzick, and our Trade to the Spice-Iflands 


in the Faft-Indies. 
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'The latter not enlarged on, purely to avoid raifing a National hatred againft the Dutch: 


They are now worming us out of the French Trade. 

They carry on all our French Trade for us by means of our Clandeftine Traders: 

Their Men of War bring we Quantities of French Goods, and being free from our fearch, 
ib 


are open Markets of Prohibited Goods. 
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eight Heads or Branches, where the Dutch are 

our Rivalsin Trade, and that yery much to our 

Difadvantage; The MERC ATOR comes 
now to fhew fome Branches of our Trade which the 
Dutch have entirely worm’d us out of, and gotren quite 
away from us; whether by Fraud, or Force, or by any 
Methods of Trade, is not the Queftion here, for the 
MERCATOR is not making Satires againft the 
Dutch, but calmly awakening our People to know their 
true Interefts in Trade , and not be fool’d out of their 
Advantages in Commerce by their Friends, any more 
than by their Enemies. Of the Trades then which we 
once poffeffed and flourifhed in, and which the Dutch 
have gotten from us, thefe are fome ; 

1. Ihe Greenland Trade, \t is needlefs to look back 
to Quecn Elizabeth’s time, or to fome part of King 
pines the Firft’s time, and to the Year 1640. when the 

nglifh had a flourifhing Trade in the whole Fifhing, as 
it is called. Ic is plain, that the Dutch by feveral fleps 
taken in the time of the Parliament-Dutch War, as it 
was called, firft ruin’d our Trade to Greenland; they 
having always a Squadron of Men attending their Fleer, 
we could not appear in thofe Seas, our Trade not being 
fo great there as to make it worth our Concern to de- 
fend at that price : Iris true, that feveral Attempts have 
been made to recover this Trade, and particularly by 
the late Greenland Company. But all thofe Attempts 
have come to nothing, and our Seamen being grotvn 
quite out of ufe of the Trade, and grown unskill’d in 
Harponeering, we were fain to get Dutchmen to carry 
with us for the Work, when we did attempt it: But 
the Dutch being now become Mafters of it, are able to 
Sell us the Oil cheaper than we could fetch it; and fo 
the Company laid down; And we now fend not One 
Ship to Greenland, nor have we meddled in it. for fome 
Years paft, or perhaps ate ever likely to meddle with it 
again. 

2. The next is the Trade to Dantzick. Time was; 
that we had a large Factory of Englifh Merchants at 


H= in thetwo laft MERCATORS fhewn in 


Dantzick fent veity gteat Quantities of Englifh 
W han aétuics v8 ot ee ; Rint the Durch, 
who Rival dus in that Trade on feyeral Accounts; 
have fo worm d us out of it, that our part, in it’ now, 
is not worth Naming ; and if any of our Woollen,Ma- 
nufaétures are carryed to Dantzick, the Dutch are bo 
the Faétors and the Carriers: The Reafons of this. alte- 
ration are too many to enter upon here; it is eno a? 
to our prefent. purpofe, thar the Fac is True, for 
which the MERC ATOR appeals to the experienced 
Eaft-Country Merchants mow upon the Exchange: 
That whereas the Town of Dantzick alone h ais 
off from England above One hundred and Fifty thou- 
fand Pounds a Year in Woollen Manufaétures only, net 
one Faghth part of that Value is now fent thither from 
England: {f they have the fame Quantity of Goods, 
it is from Holland, among which, queftionlefs they put 
off as many as they can of their own ; and we lofe both 
the Freight and Faétorage of our own Manufaétures to 
the Dutch, befides a moft Injurious Decay of our Ship- 
ping and Seamen. ma. 

F The Third Article is, The Spice Trade of the Bafe 
Indies ; Into which we were fairly Entred in the Years 
1650 to 1663; And’ if the MERCATOR omits 
giving an Hiftorical Account how, and in what mantier 
we were driven out of it by the Dutch in time of full 
Peace, ‘tis to Convince the Oppofers that the ME R- 
GC ATOR is not defigned to rip up old National 
Grudges, write Satires, ot revive the Rnimoficie’ that 
bringing to Mind fuch a dreadful Hiftory muft make 
between tis and the Dutch, whom, in other Matters, he 
is Soi to efleem our good Friends, and faithful 
Allies. 


Thus thtee Branches of out Comtherce ate eiitirely 
loft to the Dutch, whether by their good Management, 
ot our bad, their Craft, or our Folly aiid Stupidity, is 
a Queftion yet tindetermin’d. wpe aa | 

How fair they bid now to get the Fréhch Trade frome 
perfwading us tod believe that 
take no notice of 

theit 


us, while they are bufie 
it is hurtful to us; fo that we mi 


























- 04s to Engrofs it, this remains to be fpoken 
we ate preparing not to fee it, till it is too 


Sifts The MERCATOR defires all the 

izing part of the Nation to examine their 

. otience, and tlie praétice of the Dutch with us, 

. #7¢, during the whole War, and even at this 

iow has the French Trade to Britain been driven 

Curing the late Prohibitions of Commerce ? Has it not 
been thro’ the Hands of the Dutch? Have not the 


Durch been the Mediums and Infiruments of Clande- ° 


fine Trade, to pour in Erench Goods upon us by ftealth, 
to the Ruine of the Fair a oe who. pays'Cuftoms, 
and Imports nothing bat what may be lepally Unported ? 

Have not the Dutch Men of War, who came always 
as Convoys to the Trade, and were conftantly Running 
between them and us, been as fo many floating Mar- 
kets of Prohibited Goods ? Did they not all come loa- 


den like Merchants Ships, and Run perpetually vaft 


Quantities of Edreign Goods upén.us, under the pro- 
tection of their Commiffions, our Cuftom-houfe Officers 
being not permitted to vifit the Men of War ¢ 

hence comes the great Quantities of French Brandy 
that are, to this’ Day,-Run on Shore on the. whole 
Coat of Britain, efpecially in Scotland and the North 
of England, did it not all come from Holland ? Whence 
came all that Quantity of Wine and Brandy which was 
poured into Scotland between tlie pafling of the Union 
and the firft of May following, when it was to take 
place, ‘was it not almoft all from Holland, to our infi- 
Nite prejudice ? 

Did not Two Dutch Men of War, about Three Years 
ago, Run on Shore above 300 Ton of French Goods 
in One Port in this Ifland, among which was a very 
great Quantity of ‘Alamodes and Luftrings, and how 
hey efcaped, is alfo well known ? 

id not the Dutch buy a great Quantity of Alamodes 
and Luftrings at Roan lait Year, which an eminent 
Englifh Merchant who was concern’d in them, fent 
word were for our Wife Nation’s Confumption, who 
Prohibic things from one Ceuntry in fuch a manner, as 


if it was only to let another Country bring them in ? 
This was the Trade the Dotch Grove with us all the 


War, while they enjoyed an open Trade with France, 
and ours was Prohibited ; and to preferve this Trade 
to themfelves it is, that they are fo bufie and fo diligent 
now to kecp us out of the French Trade, (viz-) That 
the ftream of fraudulent Trade may continue, and may 
ryt thro’ their Channels. 

To bring this to a fhort Conclufion ; It would he a 

d anfwer to the Dutch, to fay at once, If you will 

rohibit Trade with France we will do fo too, and not 
otherwife ° 
~ IF this were to be the Cafe, you fhould fee the Dutch 
Emiffaries among ws, change their Notes immediately, 
and Argue as warmly for the Advantages of the French 
Commerce, and for our opening the French Commerce, 
as they do now for fhutting it up: This is evident, by 
their conftant practice during the whole War, when, 
tho’ we were fo foolifh to prohibit our Trade with 
France, they kept an open Trade with them all the 
a ; nor could we ever prevail with them to do other- 
wife. 





The Reafon was plain, by that free Entercourfe they 
Enjoyed two Advantages; 1. They Conveyed all the 
Englifh Goods which France wanted into France, upon 
their own Accounts, and with the Advantage of their 
own Shipping, fuch as Lead, Corn, Sugars, Tobacco 
Corton, Dying- Woods, Block-Tin, and even Woollen 
Manufaftures. 2. They Carried'the whole Employ of our 
Clandeftine Traders before them, and all the Trade in 
Brandy and French Silks, which has been prodigious 
great here, has been in their own Hands. 

Thefe are fubftantial Reafons why the Dutch refolved 
never to part with the French-Irade during the War, 
and why they ftrive to keep us out of it during the 
Peace : But qur Eyes are not open to it. 

And let any one fee, if they can, which way to put an 
end to Clandeftine Trade, if the Dutch contrivance 
abovefaid continue, and we go onto rob Ourfelves, as 
we have done for fome Years paft, in order to enrich 
our Neighbours. 

Our poor ignorant People cry out of the danger of 
French Silks, and French Wines, and French Brandy 
over-running us, notwithftanding the high Duties; and 
fo to prevent it, thcy are willing to let them over-run 
us, paying no Duties at all, which is tenfold worfe, and 
perfectly ruinous to our Merchants. 

Nor do they propofe, or indeed can they, any Me- 
thod how to prevent thefe Clandeftine Importations, 
unlefs an Army of Officers were entertained, and indeed 
not then neither, while the Profit is fo great, as that it 
enables the Importer to outbid the Queen in the Encou- 
ragement to the Officers, and while the Bribe can fo 
much out-run the Salary, that the Officers theimfelves 
too often find their Account in Conniving. 

Nor can the Government itfelf prevent it. The 
Encouragement to the Officers to do their Duty is pre- 
carious, when they are allowed to Condemn Goods at 
the Queen’s Charge, they rua the Government into fo 
many frivolous and unjuft Seizures and Suits, as they 
become even a Clog and a Charge to the Exchequer it 
felf, and a National Grievance to the Subjeét, by Op- 
preffion and Vexation ; And, on the other Hand, if 
the Officer is obliged to Condemn what he Seizes at his 
own Hazard and Expence, he finds fo much’danger of 
Lofs, and fo little certain Gain, that he dreads the ha- 
zard, and choofes to break in upon his Duty, and take 
a fhare of the Spoil of his Country. 

How elfe comes it to pafs, that French Brandy is to 
be boughr all over Britain, and French Luftrings in 
every Mercers Shop, and that for lefs Money fometimes 
than the juft Duties of them, if they were legally Im- 

orted, amount too? And all ‘this Trade is carryed on 

y the Dutch. 

Can we then be to feek of a Reafon why the Durch, 

and all their Friends here, are againft our bringing the 
French Trade to fuch a pafs, as fhould prevent this Clan- 
deftine Trade, and as fhould enable us to be Mafters of 
our own Commerce ? 
_ Thus, itis plain, the Dutch are our Rivals in Trade 
in general ; have worm’d us out of fone Branches of 
our Trade already, and, by their prefent’ Artifice, bid 
fair to fupplant us in the French Trade, and make us 
carry it on, at fecond hand, thro’ Holland. 
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